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Reading Challenge Results 
 

The Great Pumpkin Reading Challenge was a great 
success! All classes met their reading goals and were 
rewarded with Great Pumpkin parties. Congratulations 
to Mrs. Johansen’s 2nd grade class for reading the 
most – 6,922 minutes! Mrs. Parker’s 1st grade class 
had the second highest tally with 5,655 minutes read. 

The entire school’s grand total was 50,304 minutes read 

during the challenge! What amazing readers!  

Kelso’s Choices 
 

In September, students were introduced to a problem 
solving curriculum called Kelso’s Choices. This program 
offers nine options students can choose from to resolve 
minor conflicts on their own. This helps students 
determine the difference between minor problems they 
can handle and serious problems that require an adult’s 
help. Students have been encouraged to use Kelso’s 
Choices at school to solve small problems.  
 
Students can use Kelso’s Choice Wheel to help them 
solve small problems at home, too. If your child has a 
small problem, have your child try one to two of Kelso’s 
Choices first. If that doesn’t work, then an adult can 
intervene.  

 

Elementary Conference Week  
 

Every November conferences are held for all students in 
kindergarten through sixth grade. Elementary schools 
send home progress reports at this time.  
 
So what can you expect at the conferences? Your child’s 
teacher will discuss student progress, meeting student 
goals, and the implementation of class curriculum. 
Teachers have been asked to share examples of student 
work and compare this with the expected performance 
of students at that level. Parents should not expect to 
hear that everything is “perfect.” Teachers are asked to 
share clear and accurate information. Learning problems 
should not be ignored.  
 
Conferences are an important time to work on solutions 
to learning problems which a student may be 
encountering during the first part of the school year. 
Parents and teachers become a team that needs to work 
together to help children reach their learning goals. 
Parents are asked to make clear to their children that 
they are expected to work hard, follow the rules, and 
meet their learning potential. 
 
Learning the basics of reading and the required math is 
often difficult for students. School is work, and work 
can often be hard for students. There is no easy solution 
for most learning problems. It is important that 
purposeful and concrete steps are taken to address 
problems when they occur. During conferences, parents 
should be prepared to work with teachers to devise 
specific solutions for learning difficulties their children 
may be having. A solution may be as simple as providing 
a quiet place and time to complete homework. Other 
solutions may be more complex, but in either case, it is 
important to begin now to move forward toward 
solutions. 
 
The school staff appreciates the support we receive from 
parents. Parents and teachers working together is the 
best way to help ensure a child’s success at school.  

 
 

Please note the schedule changes during this week under the “Dates 
to Remember” section.  
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Dates to Remember 
 

November 4    Early Release, 12:00 p.m. – Progress Report Prep  
 

November 7    Early Release, 12:00 p.m. – Parent/Teacher Conferences 
 
November 8    Early Release, 12:00 p.m. – Parent/Teacher Conferences 
 
November 9    Early Release, 12:00 p.m. – Parent/Teacher Conferences 

    No Preschool 

 
November 10    Early Release, 12:00 p.m. – Parent/Teacher Conferences 

    No Preschool 

 
November 11    No School – Veterans Day 

 
November 15    Picture Retake Day 
 
November 16    Veterans Day Assembly, 10:30 a.m., presented by 1st Grade   
     Parents are invited to attend! 
 
November 23    Early Release, 12:00 p.m. 
 
November 24-25  No School – Thanksgiving Break 
 
November 30    PTO Meeting, 8:10 a.m., Beacon Library 
 
December 1    PTO Family Fun Night, 6:00 p.m., Simpson Elementary 
 
December 6    Kindergarten Winter Concert, 6:30 p.m. 
 
December 7    1st Grade Winter Concert, 6:30 p.m. 
 
December 8    2nd Grade Winter Concert, 6:30 p.m. 
 
December 16    Early Release, 12:00 p.m. 
 
December 19  
– January 2      No School – Winter Break   
 
January 3 Weather Day –  

No school unless we need to make up a day due to a weather related closure. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

 

 

Substitutes Needed! 

Do you love working with children? 
Enjoy the flexibility of a school 
schedule? Are you interested in 
working on an on-call basis? The 
Montesano School District is looking 
for emergency substitute teachers. 
Anyone with an associate’s or 
bachelor’s degree may be eligible to 
apply. The Montesano School District 
is also accepting applications for 
paraeducator substitutes at this time. 
Paraeducators provide classroom 
support, as well as lunch and recess 
supervision. Visit the district office at 
302 N. Church St., Montesano, to pick 
up an application or visit our website 
at www.monteschools.org. Please 
contact the district office at 249-3942 
 if special accommodations are needed 
for the application process. Montesano 
School District is an equal opportunity 
employer.  

Your Child May 
Qualify for Free 

Breakfast & Lunch 

Families with financial needs (even 
temporary) are able to apply for free or 
reduced priced meals for children 
enrolled in Montesano schools. Under 
federal guidelines, all students in 
grades K-2 who qualify for either free 
or reduced priced meals will receive 
their breakfast and lunch at no cost 
while attending school at Beacon. 
Applications and meal eligibility status 
are kept confidential. Teachers and 
students do not know who receives 
free meal benefits. Students are served 
meals without regard to eligibility. 
Once approved, students are qualified 
for the entire school year. Applications 
can be found at the school office or 
online at www.monteschools.org. 
Please use one application for the 
entire family.  

 

Veterans Day Assembly 
 

Parents are invited to join Beacon Elementary on Wednesday, 
November 16, at 10:30 a.m. for the Veterans Day Assembly. The 
assembly will be presented by the 1st grade classes under the direction 
of music teacher Mr. Morita.  

http://www.monteschools.org/
http://www.monteschools.org/

