
winter conferences

SAVE THE DATES Read Across america
 January 25 Early Release (Noon)
  Conference Forms Sent Home

 February 1 Report Cards Mailed Home

 February 7-8 Early Release (Noon)
  Conferences

 February 12 PTO Meeting, 7 PM, Beacon

 February 18 NO SCHOOL: Presidents Day

 February 19-28 2nd Grade Swimming

 March 1 Weather Day

 March 11-15 Book Fair: Beacon Library

 March 8 Read Across America  
  Assembly Presented
  by 2nd Grade

 March 12 PTO Meeting, 8:30AM, Beacon

 March 15 NO SCHOOL

 March 18-28 First Grade Swimming

 March 22 Olympia Junior Programs  
  Field Trip: 1st & 2nd Grades

 March 29 Early Release (Noon)

 April 1-5 Spring Break

March 2nd is Dr. 
Seuss’s birthday! 
What better 

way to celebrate 
than to read? Read 

Across America is a 
nationwide reading 

celebration that 
takes place each year in March in honor 
of Dr. Seuss’s birthday. In addition to helping 
students master basic skills, the program 
focuses on motivating children to read.

Beacon students will enjoy several special 
activities throughout the month. There will be 
a Read Across America Assembly on Friday, 
March 8, presented by second grade. Parents 
are invited to attend. Students can earn Seuss 
themed Puppy Paw rewards throughout the 
month. Junior high leadership students will 
read to students during our reading challenge. 
Each class will also get to have story time with 
the principal, Mrs. Page. Students should be 
on the lookout to see if Thing 1 and Thing 2 

stop by for a surprise visit sometime during 
the month. Everyone may wear any hat they 
choose for Wacky Hat Day on Monday, March 
25.

Beacon students will participate in a reading 
challenge March 8 – March 25. Each class will 
establish a goal for total number of minutes 
to be read at home. Minutes can be earned by 
students reading or parents reading to their 
children. Students should record the number 
of minutes read each night on the official form. 
Classes will tally the total number of minutes 
read. Classes achieving the established goal 
will enjoy a reward party and watch a special 
Dr. Seuss movie.

The PTO will be hosting a Scholastic Book Fair 
March 11 – 15 at Beacon Elementary. The book 
fair will be open 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Monday- 
Friday. On Thursday, March 14, the book fair 
will be open from 8:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m. Children 
are invited to enjoy a family night event while 
their parents shop. The book fair will also be 
open 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m on Friday, March 15.
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SCHOOL SCHEDULE 
 REGULAR SCHEDULE:  8:20 AM-2:30 PM

 EARLY DISMISSAL:  12:00 PM

 MORNING PRESCHOOL:  8:20 AM-10:50 AM 

 AFTERNOON PRESCHOOL:  12:00 PM-2:30 PM

Beacon Elementary will be holding winter conferences 
Thursday, February 7 and Friday, February 8. Beacon 
students will be dismissed at 12:00 p.m. on these days. 
No preschool for teachers Christine and Cindy on 
Thursday, February 7. Community preschool will run 
their regular class schedule on Friday, February 8.

Your child’s teacher has maintained documentation of 
the progress your student has made toward achieving 
grade level standards. At this conference the teacher 
will be able to provide detailed information regarding 
skills which have been attained and those on which 
your student needs to focus for the remainder of the 
year. Report cards will be mailed home on February 1.

In some cases teachers will not request a conference. 
Parents do have the option to request a conference 
if desired. Please watch for the conference form to 
come home in your child’s boomerang. If you would 
like a conference with one of the specialists, please 
call the Beacon office at 360-249-4528 to arrange an 
appointment. 

Swimming
The YMCA has been blessed with the 

opportunity to provide swim lessons 

for school age children. The goal is to 

ensure that children in Grays Harbor 

will be taught water safety skills. The 

Montesano School District has been 

awarded the Grays Harbor Swim Grant 

which will provide swim lessons and 

transportation for our students in 

kindergarten through second grade. 

Swim lessons will be held on February 

19-28 for second grade, March 18-21 

and 25-28 for first grade and April 

24-May 3 for kindergarten. Look for 

detailed information to come home 

soon. Should you have any questions, 

please contact our main office.

Parking lot safety
Please use caution while driving in our 
lots. We’ve had several close calls. Also, 
we ask ALL guests to please use the 
crosswalk with our children during drop 
off and pick up. 



The weather is changing! Please make sure you are informed of 
possible delays or school closures. Montesano School District 
uses FlashAlert as a means of communicating to the public in 
the event of school schedule changes/closures due to inclement 
weather or an emergency. You can sign up for FlashAlert by 
visiting www.flashalert.net. Register up to three email addresses, 
cell phone text message addresses, and/or Twitter accounts to 
receive emergency information just minutes after it is posted. 
This provides the fastest notification possible, and there is no 
fee to you for the service. 

Additionally, local radio and television stations will broadcast 
the public information from FlashAlert between 6:00 a.m. and 
7:00 a.m.

Montesano School District also initiates a phone call on the 
automated messaging system in the event of emergency 
schedule changes or school closures. Calls will be made to the 
primary phone number listed on each student’s record. Parents 
can log on to Skyward Family Access to make sure their contact 
information is correct. The link to Skyward is located on the 
Montesano School District website at www.monteschools.org. 
If you need assistance with your user name and/or password, 
please contact the Beacon office at 360-249-4528. 

You’ve probably already heard it: the telltale sniffles of flu season, 
which peaks in January and February. Navigate flu and germ season 
with these tactics for prevention and care.

Stress the importance of handwashing. Because germs are 
invisible, stress the importance of washing hands, using lots of soap 
and water, and scrubbing until there are bubbles—before meals and 
snacks, and after coughing, sneezing, or using a tissue. 

Use the “birthday song” method. Teach your child to wash his or 
her hands for as long as it takes to sing the entire “Happy Birthday” 
song.

Cough like Dracula. Children need to learn to always cover their 
mouths when they cough. Have your child cough into his or her 
sleeves, not hands, to prevent the spread of germs. Keep hands away 
from eyes, nose, and mouth. Children sometimes absentmindedly 
put their fingers in their mouth or nose, or rub their eyes. Help your 
child keep his or her hands away from “germy” areas— eyes, nose, 
and mouth.

Trash the tissues. Used tissues are full of germs. Teach your child to 
immediately put used tissues in the trash and  then wash his or her 
hands.

Set a healthy example. Model all these healthy behaviors— sneezing 
into your elbow, washing your hands frequently— and your child will 
follow suit.

Source: National Association of Elementary Principals and the Centers of Disease Control

FIGHT FLU & GERMSPreparing for Bad Weather 
and emergency notifications

One of the best gifts you can give this year is Box 
Tops. Turn your next shopping trip into easy cash for 
our school! Just save those pink Box Tops coupons 
from the products you purchase and send them to 
the Beacon office. 

Collection sheets are available in the office or your 
child can turn in Box Tops in a Ziploc bag with his or 
her name on it. 

Each coupon is worth 10¢ for our school. Those Box Tops add up quickly! Our goal 
is to reach $1000. Box Tops are redeemed for cash, which is then used to pay for 
student prizes and activities, including field trips and assemblies.

For more information about Box Tops, including a list of participating products, go 
to BTFE.com. Be sure to sign up as a member (it’s free!) so you can check out our 
school’s earnings details and get access to coupons and bonus offers. Thank you in 
advance for your support!

BOx tops for education
We will be printing our Beacon News quarterly. We 
hope that you will utilize our web page to find the 
most updated calendar of events and please check 
our “Beacon Week At A Glance” posted weekly on 
our webpage. In addition, this newsletter will also be 
found on our webpage. For those who may not have 
internet access, hard copies may also be requested 
by calling the main office.

communication

Check the lost and found
There are many articles of clothing waiting to be claimed from the lost & found 
coat rack. It is very helpful to clearly label personal belongings with your child’s 
name so that lost items may be returned promptly. We much prefer to help re-
turn items to the rightful owner than to have piles of unclaimed coats, sweaters, 
hats, gloves, lunch boxes, and water bottles!

Has your contact information changed? It is import-
ant for the school to be able to reach parents in a 
timely manner in case of illness or emergency. To en-
sure prompt attention to your child, please notify the 
Beacon office of any changes to phone numbers or 
addresses as soon as possible. 

The primary phone number listed on your child’s re-
cord is also used by the school’s auto dialer system to 
notify households of school closures and emergency 
announcements.

has your contact 
information changed?


