
         
 

 
  

 

Beacon Elementary School 
1717 Beacon Avenue East, Montesano, WA 98563 

Phone 360.249.4528  •  Fax 1.360.841.7526 

  
 

Dear Parent/Guardian, 
 
This year, Beacon Elementary is making a special effort to ensure all students fully benefit from their education by attending 
school regularly. Regular attendance helps children feel better about school and themselves. Your student can start building 
this habit so he/she can learn right away that going to school on time, every day, is important.  
 
Did you know? 

 Beginning in kindergarten, too many absences can cause children to fall behind in school.  

 Students can fall behind if they miss just a day or two every few weeks.  

 Being late to school may lead to poor attendance.  

 Absences affect the whole classroom because the teacher has to slow down learning to help children catch up. 
 
We, at school, are required to record attendance daily and notify you when your student has an unexcused absence. In 
compliance with The Compulsory Attendance Law, RCW28A.225.010, students between ages of 8-18 must be in attendance 
every day unless they are ill or have approval from the school to be absent.  Washington State law specifies that parents have 
the primary responsibility for ensuring the attendance of their children at school. 
 
We miss your student when he/she is gone and we value his/her contributions to our school. We would like you to help 
ensure your student attends regularly and is successful in school. If your student is going to be absent, please report the 
tardiness or absence before 8:30 a.m. in one of the following ways:  

 Report the absence online via Skyward Family Access;  

 Provide an advanced written note to the office; 

 Call the office at 249-4528. 
 
We know there are many reasons students are absent from school. There are people in our building prepared to help if you or 
your student face challenges in getting to school regularly or on time. Please let us know if we can help. 
 
SCHOOL POLICIES & STATE LAWS: 
If your student has two (2) unexcused absences in one month, state law requires we schedule a conference with you and your 
student to identify the barriers to regular attendance and supports available to ensure regular attendance. 
 
In elementary school, after five (5) excused absences in any month, or ten (10) or more excused absences in the school year, 
the school district is required to contact you to schedule a conference to identify the barriers and supports available to you 
and your student. A conference is not required if your student has provided a doctor’s note, or pre-arranged absences in 
writing, and the parent, student, and school have made a plan so your student does not fall behind academically.  
 
If your student has seven (7) unexcused absences in any month or ten (10) unexcused absences within the school year, we are 
required to file a petition with the juvenile court, alleging a violation of RCW28A.225.010, the mandatory attendance law. The 
petition may be automatically stayed and your student and family may be referred to a community attendance board. The 
purpose of the attendance board is to monitor the reason for the child’s absences, determine how the child is doing 
academically, and determine if he/she needs additional support. 
 
 
Your signature below indicates that you have read and understand the attendance policies and procedures at Beacon Elementary. 
 
 
Parent Signature:         Date:       


